LONGFELLOW, EMERSON AND WHITMAN

THE  RETURN  OF HIAWATHA

Risehgitz.

The " Song of Hiawatha," published in 1855, is probably the most popular of the poems written
by the American poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882). It ran through thirty
editions in one year. In it Longfellow describes human character and life, and natural objects
from the point of view of an Indian minstrel, not from that of a white man. Our illustration,
reproduced from a painting in watercolour by Houghton, shows us Hiawatha returning home
with Minnehaha, who became his bride.

OF all American poets the most
popular among English-speak-
ing people is Longfellow. " The
Courtship of Miles Standish," " Evange-
line " and  " Hiawatha "  are read in
every school where English is taught,
and many young folk who have not
much love for poetry will read " Hia-
watha " for its story and the delightful
word-pictures of Red Indian life.

A Poet of the People.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was
born in the State of Maine in 1807, and
his parents, who were well off, gave
him a good education. At college he
gained such distinction in languages
that he was sent to Europe to continue
his studies. When he returned he
married, but his charming wife did not

live long, and after her death Long-
fellow became Professor of Modern
Languages at Harvard University.
In 1841 appeared his ballads,
" The Skeleton in Armour," " The
Village Blacksmith," "The Wreck
of the Hesperus," and others, and
the reading world awoke to the fact
that a new and very gifted poet had
arisen.
" The Building of the Ship " is, of all
his poems, the best loved in America,
but " Hiawatha " is most popular on
the Eastern side of the Atlantic. Long-
fellow was a splendid-looking man.
With his high forehead, massive head,
fall beard and silvery hair, he attracted
the attention of everyone. And his
nature was as fine as his looks, for he
was always calm and amiable. Every-